Is a Revival Possible?  Can Our Nation Be Saved?
Surprising to many people there was a time in our United States history that was very similar to today.  At a time in our nation’s history that most Christians believe was the golden age of Christian thinking our founding fathers faith was already tarnished and fading.  Even as George Washington was finishing his second term as president our society was actively renouncing their faith.  The United States had no sooner won its independence in 1783 and formulated its government in1789 that the young nation and its young population were swept away with the philosophy that had fueled the out break of the French Revolution.  Rationalism with its stress on reason and scientific method combined with Deism, a religion without written revelation led the society into skepticism against the church.  The French Revolution advanced Deism into a popular movement as pamphlets began to appear attacking the church as an enemy of progress.
The nation of the United States is described in 1800 as “Only the shell of orthodoxy was left” (Henry Adams, History of the United States of America During the Administration of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, 4 vols, (New York: A. and C. Boni, 1930; first edition, 1889) I, 90):

· Drunkenness was an epidemic. A nation that drank more alcoholic beverages per capita than ever before or since at this time. (The Alcoholic Republic, by W. J. Rorabaugh, Reviews in American History, Vol. 8, No. 2 (Jun., 1980), pp. 206-214 doi:10.2307/2701119) 
· Out of a population of five million, 300,000 were confirmed drunkards; they were burying fifteen thousand of them each year. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr, Prayer and Revival; found at - http://www.pastornet.net.au/renewal/journal1/orr.html )
· Public profanity was shocking and filthy
· Women could not go into the streets at night because of the danger of an assult. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr, Prayer and Revival; found at - http://www.pastornet.net.au/renewal/journal1/orr.html )
· Methodist churches were losing members faster than they gained them.  (Dr. J. Edwin Orr, Prayer and Revival; found at - http://www.pastornet.net.au/renewal/journal1/orr.html )

· The leadership of the Presbyterians condemned the nation's ungodliness. 
· The Rev. Samuel Shepherd of a Congregational church in Lennos, Massachusetts, had not had one young person join the church in 16 years.  This means that during the years of the Declaration of Independence, the Revolutionary war and Washington’s eight years as president his church had zero church growth.
· The Lutherans and the Episcopalians were discussing joining together since both denominations were failing. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr)
· Samuel Provost, an Episcopal Bishop in New York, took a secular job because it had been so many years since anyone in New York had been confirmed as an Episcopalian. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr)
· Voltaire taught that 'Christianity will be forgotten in thirty years. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr)
· Zero believers were found among  Harvard students; Two believers were found in the Princeton student body.   The Christians met in secret on campuses in 1790. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr, Prayer and Revival; found at - http://www.pastornet.net.au/renewal/journal1/orr.html )

· Every student but five at Princeton had joined the filthy speech movement (Dr. J. Edwin Orr)
· Students held a mock communion at Williams College, and they put on anti-Christian plays at Dartmouth. (Dr. J. Edwin Orr)
· Students took a Bible out of a local Presbyterian church in New Jersey, and they burnt it in a public bonfire . (Dr. J. Edwin Orr, Prayer and Revival; found at http://www.pastornet.net.au/renewal/journal1/orr.html )
Chief Justice of the United States, John Marshall, wrote to the Bishop of Virginia, James Madison, that the Church:

 “was too far gone ever to be redeemed.” (Dr. J. Edwin Orr)
Lyman Beecher, a revival preacher who cried for morality among the citizens of this new country, said in 1811, 

“Our vices are digging the grave of our liberties and preparing to entomb our glory.” 
(A Religious History of the American People, Sydney E. Ahlstrom, by New Haven and London: Yale 
University Press, London, 1972, p. 426)
Charles Carroll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence wrote to James McHenry on November 4, 1800 concerning the United States pathetic spiritual condition:


"Without morals a republic cannot subsist any length of time; they therefore who are 
decrying the Christian religion, whose morality is so sublime and pure...are undermining

 the solid foundation of morals, the best security for the duration of free governments." 

In this condition the Second Great Awakening began in many different localities at the same time from a variety of different personalities and denominations.
· 1787 Revival among college students in Virginia resulted in men going into the Presbyterian ministry.  These young men would begin the revivals in Tennessee and Kentucky.

· 1790’s the Congregationalists began to have revival meetings in New England.

· The revival came to the state of New York in 1800.

· In 1802 Yale president, Timothy Dwight (grandson of Jonathan Edwards) began to address the entire student body with a series of Bible teaching lectures concerning the basics of Christian doctrine and godly living.  His lectures undermined the shallow roots of skepticism and doubt which resulted in 1/3* of the student body converting to Christianity.  Half of them went into full-time Christian work and as a result over 20,000 students would eventually serve Christ oversees through out the 1800’s.
· In 1806 Williams College had a revival.

· The revivals in Kentucky in1796-1800 would have outdoor meetings that would be attended by 10,000 people (some say 25,000) from 50-100 miles away.  This was at a time when the largest town in Kentucky was Lexington with a population of 1,795.

· In 1801 the president of Washington College in Virginia visited and proclaimed, “I found Kentucky . . . the most moral place I had ever been.   A profane expression was hardly ever heard.  A religious awe seemed to pervade the country. (From Religion in America, by Winthrop Hudson, Charles Scribner’s Sons New York, 1981, p138)
· From 1800 to 1835 church membership increased from 40% to 75% of the population. (From Religion in America, by Winthrop Hudson, Charles Scribner’s Sons New York, 1981, p130)
Measured results of the spiritual awakening of the early 1800’s was:

a) improvement of morals

b) drunkenness was greatly reduced

c) profanity became socially unacceptable

d) church’s began a midweek prayer meeting or service that continues yet today

e) Sunday school was introduced and accepted as a means to educate the young

f) Several new universities were founded between 1780-1830 to provide Christian higher education

g) Seminaries such as Harvard, Princeton, Auburn and Bangor were founded to train pastors.

h) Missionary work began to grow until each reached it peak in the 1900’s

i) American Tract society was founded 1825

j) American Bible Society began in 1816

k) Many other volunteer ministry and social outreach groups were formed

(Christianity Through the Centuries , by Earle E. Cairns, by Academie Books Grand Rapids, Michigan Zondervan Publishing House, 1981, p. 418)

The Second Great Awakening followed the basic course of spiritual development and cultural deliverance needed to help a society in rebellion to God:
1) Local ministry groups were formed to reach their community and then their world

2) Publications and teaching material are produced and distributed in the community and world
3) Bible teaching is promoted at all levels of society locally and abroad
4) Lifestyle changes occur in the area of personal morality in the people involved and reached
5) Social justice and reform 
Signs That America is ready for another Great Awakening

We are in the early years of the fourth generation.
These are some of the signs we are in the midst of a revival in the United States

1) Importance of discussion and application of Values in:

a. Business

b. Politics

c. Schools

2) Hollywood is corrupt and will always follow the money that people spend.  Recently Hollywood has been producing more movies with a Christian theme and with family values.  Why?  Because people are willing to spend their money on them.

3) Absolutes and discussion of God are returning to public debate and to schools.  Why?  Because people believe things are becoming morally worse.  In 2002 67% of the people believed morals where getting worse.  In 2006 that number has grown to 81%.  In four years 14% more people believe things are getting worse in the area of morals.  This indicates that 81% of the people recognize a problem.

4) Intelligent Design is rocking the scientific world.  Science is demanding that we recognize a creator.

a. After years of public education teaching evolution 64% of the people still believe God created them.

b. Only 2 out of every 10 people believe they evolved.

c. Why is this happening?  Why has evolution failed to capture people’s hearts?  Because of Romans 1 – God has made it clear in creation that he exists and that he is the creator.  45 minutes in a class room can not alter the truth that students see everywhere they look.  There is a God.

d. In 1995 44% of the people believed that evolution was had totally been proven true.  Ten years later in 2005 that number had dropped to 38%.

e. This is what people today believe about where they came from:

i. 12% believe they evolved with no God

ii. 31% believe they evolved with God helping

iii. 53% believe creation happen just like the Bible says

5) Atheism is losing any ground it gained in the 1900’s

a. Anthony Flew the famous spokesman for atheism through out the 1900’s is now in his 80’s.  About 2 years ago he rejected atheism and became a deist (believes in a God who created and started the world but is not daily involved in running the universe.)

b. Anthony Flew debated CS Lewis in the famous 1948 debates.

c. Flew became a deist because of Science and DNA research.  He believes the evidence demands that there is a creator

6) Sociological  Studies are showing traditional beliefs about men and woman and about children are correct.

7) Secular Humanism is unraveling because it is based on a self-defeating philosophy.

a. They teach that everything came out of chaos by chance.  There was no reason, no logic and no order.

b. But they believe they figured this out by using reason, logic and order.

c. The problem is that the very fact that they have reason, logic and order means that chaos and chance can not produce their world or themselves

We are living in times that have seen or are seeing these things occur:

1. It is said that a new mega-church (more than 2,000 people in worship) is formed in the United States every 2 days
2. Rick Warren's, The Purpose Driven Life, has sold more than twenty-five million copies. 

3. Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas, had nearly 57,000 people for its worship service on opening day in August.

4. "The Passion of the Christ" produced $370 million in domestic sales.

5. Tim LaHaye’s book series "Left Behind" has sold over 65 million copies. 
6. The media and political parties recognized the influence of the evangelical vote in the 2004 presidential election and the 2006 election. 

7. Willow Creek (20,000 weekly attendance), and Harvest Bible Chapel (8,000 weekly attendance) are having a large impact on the Chicago region.

From - (http://johnharmstrong.typepad.com/john_h_armstrong_/renewal/index.html December 15, 2006)
We Can Make a Difference Today

We are living in a time were we can make a positive impact on our society.  We have seen historical proof that in a similar situation it occurred between 1790-1835.  It is God’s desire to reach our generation.  Believers and non-believers are looking for answers, truth and security.  Many people, especially the fundamental, premillennial evangelicals (all of which I am), have hid their heads in their “Left Behind” novels or their favorite eschatological Bible verses and are waiting for Jesus to come back.  Jesus said, 
“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time?  It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns.  I tell you the truth he will put him in charge of all his possessions.”    (Matthew 24:45-46)
Our responsibility is to continue to wait faithfully for Jesus while we continue to serve Jesus by fulfilling the commission he gave us.  Will Jesus be able to say to you:
“Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few things; I will

 put you in charge of many things.  Come and share your master’s happiness.” 








(Matthew 25:23)

These words are only spoken to those who have been faithful with their responsibility and commitments on earth.  If a Christian can not be a good family member, a good employee, a good citizen for their earthly family, their earthly boss or their earthly kingdom, why would Jesus Christ put you in a prominent place in his heavenly family, to work for your heavenly boss in his heavenly kingdom?  

If this chapter doesn’t cause you to say, “I will do my best to make a difference in my society today”, then you may be the servant who received the one talent and will confidently say to Jesus in your ignorance when he returns:


“I was afraid and went and hid your talent in the ground.  See, here is what belongs to 
you.”
But, the parable goes on to say:


“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! . . . Take the talent from him and give it 
to the one who has the ten talents.  For everyone who has will be given more, and he will

 have an abundance.  Who ever does not have, even what he has will be taken from.”







(Matthew 25:25-29)

…………………………….

*There often seems to be the 1/3 rule anytime there is a public move of God or a major public issue: 1/3 supports the new move; 1/3 accepts the watches but accepts the benefits of the new move; 1/3 oppose the new move.
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